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Excerpt from Derm’s Journal:

Well this is my first journal entry on our new computer.  God is faithful in coming through for us, in His time, not ours, although I struggle with this, I do realize He knows best.  If only I could get that lesson down and not struggle with God’s timing and season’s of activity.  Lord, thanks for being patient with me.

We arrived in Honduras on Sept. 10th, the start of our full-time missions adventure.  Time goes by slowly here, seems like we’ve been here for months.  Outside of our living quarters at the Baptist Seminary blasts praise and worship music in preparation for today’s church service.  Julio’s (the Samaritan Purse Director) church sets up for church service here on Sundays.  Seems like a lively bunch.  Not sure what denomination they are, not that it matters.  Our relationship with Julio and Samaritans Purse has been developing since we first started coming here three years ago.   Just another piece of the Lord’s fine planning for His divine purposes.  I really had little to do with making this happen, just following the prompting of the Holy Spirit.  Imagine doing nothing lest you heard from the Lord first on it.  What is it to do only what you see the Father do?  I am not sure what that really looks like. Still trying to figure that one out.  Less of me and more of Him is probably in the equation?

Dying to self, when in operation, allows the Lord to use me at greater liberty.  Not an easy task mind you.  It probably takes me longer than necessary to allow the Lord to get a firm grip on me, myself and I than really is necessary.  It’s too bad it takes most of us getting to the end of ourselves before we realize this.  Flesh battles, pride, gotta do it my way—this all spells “it’s all about me!”  doesn’t it?  A good friend pointed me to an article that really puts this SELF-stuff in perspective, THE PLACE OF IMMUNITY "…hidden with Christ in God." Col. 3:3.  If you have access to the Internet, check it out at www.lifemessenger.org/92.html.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

This is our first time living in Honduras during the month of September, which is in the midst of the rainy season, and much to our surprise there are many little delights that unexpectedly show up out of nowhere, like our little dead buddy in the dustpan.  While putting something in her suitcase, Viola discovered our little friend.  It has been uncanny how many times Viola has had to face these lively creatures that the Lord has made and each time she would victoriously defeat their intimidation and conquer fear, or something like that!!  (
Imagine if you were to take a suitcase of your everyday casuals, a dandy laptop computer, and move into the local out-of-town church camp that had not been used in five years.  The exception being some out-of-town people
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My dead buddy, Skippy.

who drop in from time to time; they use the kitchen and living quarters and never ever clean up after themselves—you just know the territory has to be reclaimed again.  With a little prayer, lots of stomach and no common sense to look at the circumstances, you can at some point call this home.  The Westcott’s Home, we think!

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Viola’s take on things……

Yes, no doubt it has been a challenge at times…but I believe we are up for it!!  This time around, I have come face-to-face with more “varmits” as I fondly call them than ever before either here in Honduras or anywhere else.  That would include cockroaches, oversize spiders, mice, 1 scorpion, 1 poisonous frog, tons of mosquitoes and ants, and the occasional lizard crawling over walls. (  Nobody said it would be easy but it is well worth the effort when we get our eyes off our immediate surroundings and focus on why we are here in the first place.  God has a plan and we are walking in it.  During our first hour here in Honduras on the 10th of September, Derm and I looked at one another and fully understood the need for us to be here at this moment in time.  God’s timing is perfect.

Some of you may be wondering why we are here at the Baptist Centre and not at Antonio’s house as we originally planned.  Well, he has a lovely house and it was offered to us free of charge but it does not have telephone service and Derm needs to go online everyday to conduct Coffee Online business.  The house is off the main highway and farther up the mountain than we had realized.  Because we don’t have transportation, Lorne would have to travel over a very narrow “road” to come and get Derm every day to transport him to an Internet hook-up.  We discovered that it was much more convenient to stay here at the Centre. 

Now for an update…  we are presently waiting for Alvin to return to HN from the USA on October 6th to reschedule a meeting with the Baptist Convention.  There was one scheduled earlier but it was postponed at the last minute because one of the Baptist people could not make it.  Until the legal documentation is signed, sealed and delivered, it will be difficult to put our roots down here at the Centre.  After that meeting, we hope to have things moving and shaking.  As many of you know, we hope to take over the administration of this Baptist Centre to house the many facets of Manos Extendidas.
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Viola purchasing her first corn on a stick covered with crema and queso. The combination of crema, (somewhere between sour cream and cream cheese), and the grated salty cheese it was then rolled in made a surprisingly delicious combination.
Derm has been working on the administration aspect of the work Lorne (Parsons) is doing with the selling of corn and bread.  He has had a number of meetings with Lorne and Chilo (Manos employee who sells corn at the University) over the past couple of weeks looking at all aspects of the business.  Right now, there is only enough money coming in to employ Chilo and his wife who have six children at home.  We will expand the corn business to other areas of the University and that will generate more sales and hence, more profit.  We have just been offered a piece of land at the University whereby we can build a permanent structure from which to operate.  This will take a lot of dollars and planning and of course, God’s leading.

Regarding the bread business, there will be a full restructuring.  The outlook is promising but will take some time and effort to establish it in a professional manner.  Hopefully, this will happen over the next few months. I will spend time working with and developing new recipes that will appeal to the Honduran upper


class.  One of our biggest customers will be Price Smart, which is similar to Costco in Newfoundland.  There are many hungry children who need those projects to succeed and flourish.  It will mean full bellies for them as the profits go directly to purchase food for Manos Extendidas feeding centers.  Anyone with tried and true bread or loaf recipes that might fill this need, I would love to use them here.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Some Prayer Requests

· Pray for Derm to be on top of his game as he negotiates with Godly Wisdom the final agreement with our Baptist brothers.

· The experience of many before us has been miscommunications and false expectations resulting in great disappointments. Pray that as we develop relationships with various staff and mission departments that lines of communication would be clear and precise with no misunderstandings.  
· Our monthly budget is $600.00 short per month.  The Lord has come through on many levels in meeting our needs and we don’t doubt that he will complete what He has started.  If you want to financially support us, you can be tax receipted through Victory Christian Centre by simply giving your donation to Ruth, noting that it is for the Westcott’s.  Thanks.

· Please continue to pray for Viola’s little niece, Ashley, as she continues to battle neuroblastoma (cancer).  She just finished another round of chemotherapy.  Both she and her parents are feeling very tired.

· Joshua started Discipleship Training School at YWAM in Medicine Hat, AB on the 18th of September.  I know he would appreciate your prayers over the coming months as it will be a time of personal growth and drawing closer to our Lord and Savior.  We are trusting that when he finishes this program, he will know the next step God has planned for his life.

· Health - Viola has struggled with neck stiffness and pain over the past week; something she has never experienced before.

We would especially like to extend our gratitude and heartfelt thanks to those of you who have been supporting us through your prayers and financial giving.  Without your support, this would not be possible.  The Lord uses people to send people into the nations of the world.  Thanks for being our sender.  

God Bless You.
Wanna Chat?  We can be reached at dermw@silverweb.nf.ca
Make sure you next coffee purchase is at www.vcc.coffeeonline.org
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