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     OCTOBER  HAPPENINGS – 2004

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Here’s a thought…
What do you call a person who stands strong against hard circumstances, hit by financial loss, health, relationships, etc. and stands face to face with life, their hands lifted high, giving thanks to the Lord in the midst thereof? Crazy?   NO, FAITHFUL.                                                                                                          
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               Derm (

You can do anything when you are convinced that the Lord is with you.

Post-home visit…
By my estimation, we had about 10 days out of our 40 days furlough that we can count as truly vacation time.  The remainder of the time we were flat out, among other things, getting our house prepared for a Property Management Company to take over.  This on top of family crisis after family crisis.  Well, we did ok; there was victory in the end.  But we are now ready for a real vacation.  Thanks be to God for an organization called Barnabas Project Honduras 2004 that is paying for hotel and meals at the Palma Real Beach in La Ceiba, on the north coast of Honduras, for the sole purpose of missionaries in Honduras kicking back and relaxing for four days.  All we have to do is get there.  In many ways, the past three months have been very trying for us but praise God we have stayed the course, kept our focus and trudged on.  Have you ever been there?  Stupid question, huh.  Aren’t you now thankful that you stuck it out and didn’t quit despite the circumstances and glaring eyes of those who thought you were crazy?  Never say quit.   Derm (
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Coffee worth stealing?
While we were on furlough, we made arrangements for one of our biggest partners to have 100 lbs. of coffee on consignment with the possibility of selling it to their US visiting medical teams.  During one of the team outings, their van was broken into and 48 bags of coffee, sound equipment and medical supplies were stolen.  Two male thieves were caught, a 16 and 17-year-old who were off from school on that particular day and decided to take advantage of an opportunity to grab what they could.  Ricardo, the hosting director for the medical team, visited the boys in jail, witnessed to them and led them to the Lord.  He dropped all charges and asked the jailer to hold them for another 24 hours.  If he had not dropped the charges, they would have had to serve at least five years for their crime.  Theft is dealt with seriously in Honduras and for a simple case of bad judgment, it did not seem right to ruin two boys lives, certainly as far as their grateful parents were concerned.  Ricardo asked me if I thought he made the right decision. I told him I would have suggested community service and counseling.

Unfortunately there isn’t any such ruling here in Honduras for delinquents.  Causes me to wonder if there ought to be something put in place by some NGO, non-governmental organization, that would certainly cut prison costs and prevent young lives from continuing down the wrong path.   Anyway I am not looking for another ministry to develop.  Right Lord?        Derm (


Thanks to all…

It was wonderful to spend time with family and friends while we were at home in Canada.  Thanks to each and every one who had blessed us with lunches, dinners or evenings out.  We very much enjoyed your company and it helped with some of the difficult issues we were dealing with although many of you didn’t realize it at the time.  Thanks also to those who gave financially, both in monetary and gifts in kind.  We pray for a great return to you as a result of your sowing into our lives/ministry.  One result of those blessings is that it will enable us to purchase a much-needed vehicle for our work here in Honduras.  I’m also getting a washing machine.  Yes!  No more scrubbing on the pila!!

Our dearest Rosa, what would we do without you?  Thank you so much for being our “administrative person” in Newfoundland for Coffee Online and for us personally.  Thank you for the thousand and one things you do for us.  

God bless you all.          Viola (

Update on Solar Oven Project…
Several days ago, I had another meeting with the Canadian International Development Agency, New Initiatives Program, to do some more purging and adjusting to our application for funding for the William Temple Solar Project. Lorena Silva, originally from Chile, has been very good at facilitating the application process and taking a genuine interest in the success of the project.  In August, we visited several women’s organizations that had been referred by a local agency as primary candidates as participants for the solar project.  I could see in the eyes and hearts of the people that they were eager to take advantage of anything that would bring them a better quality of life for their families and community.   They could see the potential in generating finances from a small bakery, roasting coffee or cashews, and supplying the local market with their products.  

Since our newly elected minority Martin government has taken office, we have received news of a newly appointed, political I suspect, Ambassador for Central 
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America. The newly appointed ambassador no doubt has slowed things down but it’s God that works these things for good. I hope that this will be the final working out of the facts and figures that will attain the new Ambassador’s signature. 

Undoubtedly without the financial support and expertise of several agencies, this project would not have a leg to stand on.  However, let’s not forget the awesome planning the Lord has in all of this.  The Lord has given Manos Extendidas a unique opportunity to speak directly into the lives of eight communities in southern Honduras over the next three years.   What does the Lord have up his sleeve…LIVES, SAVED ONES I SUSPECT!       Derm (
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The goodness of God…

It never ceases to amaze me how the Lord works and blesses us with the desires of our heart.  One of my “heart’s desires” was to once again have our grown children all together with us at our old house in St. Philip’s where they grew up.  It had been six years since we had all been there together.  In the natural, it didn’t look possible as we had just spent five wonderful days with our son Wesley and daughter-in-law, Jenny, in Miami on our way back home.  While at home, I decided to have a “family day” with the other children who are in Newfoundland and cook a traditional turkey dinner with all the trimmings.  We planned it for a Saturday.  Well, around 1:00 am on Saturday morning Derm and I were awakened by a knock at the door.  Derm opened the door to find Wes standing there all smiles.  From my bed I could hear the astonishment in Derm’s voice as he repeated Wes’ name, still not quite awake himself.  You should have seen the sheets and blankets flying off the bed as I ran to the door!  What a huge surprise!  We were indeed blessed that day having all our family around us for a turkey dinner.  God had other blessings in store for us too while we were all together that weekend.  I was blessed, blessed, blessed!  Thank you Lord for being so good to us.        Viola (

In this photo, we are being ushered into worship by the sweet sound of the violin played by Jason’s friend Julia.  Top to bottom:  Wesley, Angela, Joshua, and Jason

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests and Praise Reports

· We are very thankful to the Lord for those who helped us through our apartment theft ordeal.  Your financial generosity helped lighten the burden.

· Also, a heartfelt thanks to those who gave abundantly from their hearts to help us purchase a used vehicle for our work here in Honduras.  We will post it once we have made the purchase.

· Please pray about our increased need for finances due to the robbery in August.  Because of it, we have been forced to leave our inexpensive living arrangement and move to another location resulting in an increase in living expenses.  We are being stretched in character and patience, but “let patience have its perfect work “, someone once said.  (
· Our daughter Angela is considering visiting us in the New Year.  Your prayers for the Lord’s timing and provision for her life would be appreciated.

· Please continue to pray for a place whereby ex-gang members can go and live safely for a time until they hear from the Lord on what to do and where to go next.  The need is great for such a facility.
· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us by way of your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!







