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NEWSLETTER 








                                 OCTOBER 2003

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Excerpt from Derm’s Journal for October:

Thank you Lord for Your will being played out in every area of our lives, from the smallest to the greater things, all contributing to Your Kingdom.

Lord, I am looking forward to when all the work You have placed in my hands looks to our natural eye to be successful even according to the world’s standards.  More importantly, I sense that it should be expressed as success in the eyes of the Kingdom.  I know that may not necessarily look like it does in the natural because you do things differently than the wisdom of man.  I am all for that.  You absolutely know better.  I will do what you desire the way you desire and as long as you desire.  I believe you have placed your desires in me and I hope that these desires are being played out in and through my life.  Your law is written on my heart Lord; The Lord’s Prayer on our lives Lord. 

Son, I will make this work sweet, like sweet living water.  Take a drink of this my son.  Swallow, as much as you can in one gulp, knowing there is more to come for the Kingdom.  –DAD

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Our spontaneous visit to a local orphanage…. 

In mid-October on a lovely Sunday afternoon, we visited an orphanage at Valle de Angeles, the community where Lorne and Vicki live.  (We spent most of October at Valle helping take care of the Parsons’ two kids while Vicki and Hannah visited family in the USA.) We met a lovely English couple there who spends three months of each year at the orphanage helping out while the people in charge take a break. They chatted with us in the orphanage courtyard and answered our questions as best they could. The courtyard looked kind of like cobblestone but the rocks were all so uneven I had to step carefully so as to not twist my ankle.  It caused me to wonder how the children managed to walk and run over that surface every day and not get injured.  I noticed a number of buildings, maybe eight, at the far end.  They all looked like they were sufficient for the task but could use an influx of money. Their support comes from somewhere in the USA. We were told that the orphanage has 90-something children of various ages. Most of them were abandoned; some had parents who died.  As you probably know there are many, many single mothers in Honduras who struggle to put food on the table for their children.  As a result, many times they see no alternative but to leave them at home alone while they go out to work, or put them in an orphanage.  
[image: image6.png]Derm & Viola Yestcott

Manos Fxtendidas Honduras





Just as we entered the place one little boy came up to Derm immediately, latched on to his leg and hung on. He did not leave his side for one second until we had to leave. Derm was just standing there talking with the English gentleman and the little one called Trevor stayed there all the time, most of the time with his arms wrapped tightly around Derm’s leg.  Every now and then Derm would stop his conversation and talk to the boy and give him the affection he so much desired.  It was heartbreaking to see and I wanted to adopt him without giving it another thought. It really pulls on your heartstrings to see those things. A little innocent boy with no one to love him except whatever he may receive from some staff member who happens to care. Those are the times when it is hard. But I know I can’t bring them all home with me.  We can’t fix everything and we have to stay focused on the task at hand.  One thing we are doing for the orphanage though is making arrangements to get a Samaritan’s Purse box for each child.  That much I’m sure will help bring a smile to their dear little faces.

Canadian Consulate takes on genuine interest in Coffee Sales that supports our Feeding Centers…
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The Lord has brought us into an excellent relationship with the Consulate, Reid Sirrs and his wife, Diane (he is the Canadian Ambassador’s representative here in Honduras). They are all fired up on getting the word out to their circles of influence about our coffee.  They plan to host a social in the new year to do a full presentation on what our Feeding Centers are all about and how coffee purchases helps feed the children.  Reid and Diane are very active in being ambassadors for Coffee Online by providing free samples and passing out our business cards so others can experience a great cup of coffee.

The fact that Reid loves coffee certainly helps him in his conviction to help.  Sometime soon we will be taking him, Diane and their children up to one of the Feeding Centers so they can have some first-hand experience feeding the children.  We are looking forward to seeing the outcome of that trip.

United Nations Day…

It was a blast…. To help build relationships and show our patronage for Canada, Lorne and I (Derm) accepted an invitation from Diane Sirrs to join the United Nations Day Celebrations by being part of a Band.  We played one of Gordon Lightfoot’s CANADA songs.  See if you can find us!  I am playing the spoons (these are the spoons Lorraine and Wayne Holden gave Lorne this summer) and Lorne is playing the harmonica.  People said we had the best performance by far!  Derm and Lorne are now looking for an agent to book their next gig.
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Baptist - Manos Extendidas Talks Continue….

I wish I could report that the contractual agreement with the Baptist is signed and sealed but no can do.

However, I can report that we are making progress.  The Lord did warn me that all is not going to work as I anticipate and that’s for sure.  One benefit I can see in these talks is that we are having the time to develop our relationship with our Baptist brothers.  I am beginning to understand their motives and desire for us to use their facilities.  More importantly, I can see the Lord’s wisdom being unveiled throughout this process and we are carefully piecing all this together believing for an acceptable conclusion that both parties can work with.  Don’t stop praying yet.

What excites us the most….
Alvin has given us the go ahead to start planning for the expansion of the Feeding Centers.  At present we are only able to feed 180 children once a week.  The reason for just once a week is because of limited finances.  Most of the money used to buy food is from a small church of approx. 35 people. The amount of the offering that week will determine if the children get porridge or some biscuits and milk.   My job is to develop a plan whereby the children will not only be feed at least three times a week, but the resources will be generated to take care of their practical needs such as education, medical, dental, etc. Their spiritual needs are being well looked after already.  The mission team visits the children three times a week to conduct discipleship classes encouraging the children to pray and develop their relationship with the Lord.  Does this touch your heart?  Once we have a formulated plan put together, I will be sharing it with you all.  Stay tuned!
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____________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests

· Continue to pray for Derm as he negotiates with Godly Wisdom the final agreement with our Baptist brothers.

· Also continue to pray that as we develop relationships with various people that lines of communication would be clear and precise with no misunderstandings.  

· Pray that the plans for the expansion of the Feeding Centers will be Holy Spirit led at all times, in every way.  

· Krista Holden is planning on spending Christmas with us; pray that her preparations go smoothly. 

Praise Reports

· Many of you have been praying for my little niece Ashley.  I’ve just received word that “the latest test results show the tumor have shrunk; it is very tiny now. The one in her neck is gone.  Only scar tissue is showing.” This is very good news.  She is scheduled for surgery in mid-November to remove the remainder of the tumor.  Thank you Lord!!!! 

· Praise the Lord for answering an immediate financial need we had in October by putting it on someone’s heart.  God is faithful and we continue to believe for the remainder of our budget to come in!!! 

· Viola is feeling great.  The neck pain and stiffness is completely gone.  Thanks for your prayers.

Again and again, we would like to extend our gratitude and heartfelt thanks to those of you who have been supporting us through your prayers and financial giving.  Without your support, this would not be possible.  The Lord uses people to send people into the nations of the world.  Thanks so much for being our sender.  

God Bless You.
Wanna chat or share a prayer request?  We would love to pray for you!  dermw@silverweb.nf.ca
Make sure you next coffee purchase is at www.vcc.coffeeonline.org
_1129397505.doc
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