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NEWSLETTER 








     NOVEMBER 2003
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Excerpt from Viola’s Journal in November:  Moments in Time….

A long, winding road, around mountains and through valleys, the tallest pine trees, dips and crests, the ebb and flow of time.  Venders sell their wares along the side of the road, mostly vegetables they have purchased from the campesinos who only come down from the mountains to deliver their produce.  The vendors live here beside this road.  Shacks perched on the side of the mountain.  I wonder what holds them there.  They look like they could easily topple over and down the mountain. Everything is dirty.  The “laundry” is thrown over fences, trees, stumps, anywhere a spot can be found for it to dry.  Occasionally there are chickens mulling about; their lives seem easy for the moment.  Beside the shack where those venders live, there is a stand where vegetables are on display all neatly placed in brightly colored rows of yellows, red and greens.  Some are in bags hanging from the top of the stand.  Off to the side a lady cooks tortillas and corn over an open fire, a sort of outdoor BBQ pit.  All is for sale, if you are interested.  Within this setting my eye catches a boy of about eight years old.  One look at him tells me more than I want to know.  He just stands there off to the side.  His pants and sweatshirt is filthy as is his face and hands.  But the eyes…oh the eyes tell of a life of hardship and hopelessness.  There is no light in his eyes.  Is it pain that dulls the eyes?  Father, I say it is OK for You to break my heart with what breaks Yours.  We noticed this particular vender also sells nacho chips and we watched this boy as he stood and watched another boy eat from a package of chips just purchased for him by his father.  I asked Derm with great urgency, “Do you have any limperas?”  He did; we purchased a bag of chips and gave it to the boy. “Por tu, por tu”.  He hesitantly took the bag and moved slowly backward.  He held them for awhile, I think not fully convinced they were for him.  Derm urged him to open the bag and eat.  He did so, eagerly at that point, all the while with his eyes darting from Derm to the adults around him and back to Derm again.  Did I see a bit of a shine in his eyes?  I think so, for those few moments in time.  Hope deferred makes the heart sick, But when the desire comes, it is a tree of life.  Prov. 13:12.  Father, fill him with hope that only you can give, in Jesus Name.  Protect him, take care of him, give him peace, wrap your arms around him, bless him, guide his footsteps, draw him close to You.

Update:  Derm and I have a Samaritan’s Purse gift box prepared for him and we always have it with us hoping to see him again.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Coffee Online sponsors Manos de Café at U.S. Embassy…. 

The Lord continues to open doors so we can get the message out that we have the best Honduran coffee available in the entire country.  And what better place to broadcast that fact than at the U.S. Embassy!  After three hours of shaking hands, passing out business cards and pouring samples of our coffee, we had sold 33 pounds.  This translates into approximately 189 meals we can provide for the approx. 200 children we feed on a weekly basis.  

The Lord has been good in providing for us opportunities to get the word out there.  This past week, we were interviewed for a news story that will be published in two of Honduras’ most popular and elite magazines.  This all came about as a divine appointment that I will tell you about in next month’s newsletter.  I will have more to report at that time.
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Baptist & Manos Extendidas: Talks are close to an end….

The Baptist Conference had their annual meeting this past week and we were one of the items on their agenda.  Although I have not been notified officially, I understand that they have made some decisions in regards to our proposal to take over most of their facilities. A gentleman, named Oscar, the Director of Education for the Honduras Baptist Conference, shared with me that he expects that they will pass down their decision after their December 15th Board meeting.  My response was, as always, “the Lord will have His way with me and with the Baptists; it all belongs to Him”.  Larry Elliott, a Southern Baptist missionary who has been here for 24 years, also agrees with me on this.  He was here at the beginning when they built those facilities and was part of a committee that agreed to give ownership of the property and facilities to the Honduran Baptists.  Now, after hearing our vision for Manos Extendidas, he is trying to persuade his Baptist brothers that it would be in their best interest to give us control of the Baptist Seminary base.  This was expressed to a Board member who has the strongest influence in all these deliberations.  In the meantime, Viola and I are just carrying on like we own the place. Until someone tells us to leave, we are doing our work for the Lord as usual.  Gotta love mission work.

Something worth celebrating…

On November 1st, Derm and I were privileged to attend a graduation ceremony/celebration at Manos Extendidas Training Center.  It was wonderful to share in the joy of 29 graduates along with their families/friends as they received their diplomas and awards after many months of hard work.  There were two groups; one from beauty school and one from sewing school.  Each girl looked lovely in her formal gown with hair and makeup perfect.  What really brought tears to our eyes was the indescribable time of praise and worship, giving thanks to God for what He had done in the lives of each of those precious girls whose life is now on a different path.  Alvin and Nellie are doing an awesome job here.  They are indeed making a difference!



Ministries that Manos Extendidas Honduras is involved in…
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During the past eight years, this ministry has been a serious threat to the enemy.  Alvin & Nellie Anderson have faithfully pressed on reaping the harvest for the Kingdom of God.  It is our privilege to be part of such an intensive/extensive mission here in Honduras. For this mission to receive our natural gifting is certainly timely.  Here is a brief overview of what this mission is involved in: 

1. Two Feeding Centers – feeding over 200 children once a week

2. Four Churches – three in Honduras and one in Nicaragua

3. Church Planting – in other areas of Central America

4. Street Ministry – reaching out to the unwanted children of the streets with love, food and medical assistance

5. Prison and Detention Center Ministry – reaching mostly gang members who once lived on the street

6. Foster Children Care – we provide a safe haven for abandoned, abused children placed in our care by the government

7. Training Center - where the impoverished and street girls are encouraged to learn a trade

8. Micro-Enterprise Missions: fundraising projects to help finance mission projects

· Solete Loco - selling corn at the University of Honduras

· Manos de Café – selling coffee to local North Americas

· Pan del Sol – selling baked goods
9. Short-term Missions Hosting – receiving teams from all over North America

10. William Temple Solar Project – solar oven technology to help other Christian organizations substitute their energy costs and also provide a means to develop a micro-business.

A glimpse of our daily life in Honduras…

We are so blessed to be a part of what God is doing in Honduras through Manos Extendidas.  Both Derm and I are busy from early morning until late in the evening.  It is not unusual to put in 14 – 16 hour workdays.  It is amazing to discover how God is using all of our gifts and abilities here for His purposes.  It is as if we have been prepared all our lives for this time.  The work is flourishing; God continuously opens doors for us and gives us favor with people.  His presence is with us always.  At the same time, there is a cost.  We are separated from loved ones, which hurts a little more at this time of year.  We have to constantly be aware of who is around us and why.  We cannot accept food offered to us unless we know who cooked it and how; otherwise we will end up with worms in our belly and I’ve discovered those things are painful!  (I had sopa de Mondongo offered to me yesterday—translation…soup made with pig’s feet and tongue! (  I graciously declined!)  We have to soak all our dishes along with food that is eaten without being cooked, like salad ingredients, in bleach water because of the contamination.  We keep our food and belongings under lock and key (learned that the hard way.)  And of course we never know if we will have water, electricity or telephone when we awaken each morning.  And the list continues but in all that, we are content here and at great peace knowing we are in the center of God’s will for us at this time.  From time to time we receive email asking if we are enjoying the weather.  We smile and shake our heads knowing that is so far away from our thinking. Most days, I have to look outside to see if the sun is shining; I’m so busy with my work.  But I wouldn’t have it any other way.  I am blessed!!

Update on Feeding Center #2 in the community of Mary de Flores…
This week we were visited by two gentlemen from Christian Ministries USA who’s job it was to inspect the land, surroundings and materials available for a second Feeding Center they are planning to build for us.  Alvin says that a lot can be accomplished just by taking the time to do an on-site visit.  Preparations for materials and housing for their team can be put in place, taking away much of the guesswork.  It is nice when it can be done that way. My job in this was to give assurances that his team will be well looked after.  One of my responsibilities with Manos Extendidas is to coordinate teams from Canada and the USA.  I am no veteran at this but I do have some sense in what a team needs during their short-term mission.  And believe it or not, Pastor Harold, I have learned to soften up a bit!

On the right you can see Alvin, in his glee, as he walks the land where the new feeding center will be built.   I am sure Alvin will give you more details during his visit to VCC in the new year.
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________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests

· Please pray for our Baptist brothers that they hear the Lord’s voice on their decision about our proposal (Dec.15 meeting).

· This a high-risk time for theft and violence; let’s keep our angels on high alert for our safety.  

· Pray for an ample supply of food, etc. for our Christmas needs so we can be a blessing to others.  

· Please pray that the Lord lay it on someone’s heart to help us purchase a vehicle.  Good used vehicle runs around $5,000.00 CAD.  It would make a huge difference in getting to meetings, making deliveries, etc.

Praise Reports
· Ashley just celebrated her 3rd birthday on Sunday.  That in itself is a miracle considering all she has gone through.  The tumor was surgically removed earlier this month leaving her kidney intact.  PTL. However, test results indicate that her hearing has been damaged by the chemo and she will require hearing aids in both ears.  We know God is able to heal her ears as well as the rest of her body and I pray to that end.  Today, she is having problems with high sugar levels in her blood.  I would ask that you continue to keep her in prayer until she is totally delivered from the effects of this terrible disease.  

· We are so thankful for our faithful supporters, both prayerfully and financially.  I don’t think words are in the dictionary to describe how we feel about you.  You are so, so important to our ministry.  We thank God for you.

We pray each and every one of you will have a wonderful Christmas and a blessed, prosperous New Year.
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