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NEWSLETTER 








         MARCH  HAPPENINGS - 2004
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


“Home is where the heart is…”

· I did not originate that saying…but I feel to say it at this time in our journey here in Honduras.  Life here in this country has really settled into our psyche. But more importantly our hearts are knitted into the mission the Lord has called us to.  WE are starting to refer to our apartment as home now. I think I could feel settled wherever the Lord leads us although I do recognize that it’s a process.  I would not have thought kindly about being here if you had told this to me five years ago.  What part of the process are you with the Lord?  You are not sleeping through the desires that the Lord has placed in you heart, are you?  For God’s sake, for my sake, for your sake, do not sleep away the dreams the Lord has placed in your heart.  Just a thought. Derm (
Over 60 children of La Orqueta receive Nicole’s Boxes…

It was a wonderful day indeed!  Judy, Randy, Vicki, Derm and I traveled close to two hours to the little community of La Orqueta, much of it dirt road.  Vicki had worked there during her time with the Peace Corp many years ago.  The “older” ladies were delighted to see her again.  All were so excited to see us arrive with cartons of gift boxes.  Samaritan’s Purse blessed us with additional boxes so we had enough for every child to receive one. For some of the little children, it was the first time they had seen a white face so they didn’t know what to make of us!  They were so amazing well behaved and waited patiently until each child received a box and had a group photo taken before opening their gift.  Vicki explained where the boxes came from and how it all came about.  I personally had great pleasure in kneeling on the ground with a little child who had originally been afraid of us and watching her smile as I “oohed and awed” over what I discovered in her box and the smile got bigger and bigger as I hugged and 
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kissed the teddy bear I had found inside.  It was one of those moments!  What a blessing to be part of such an event.  Thank you so very much to all who took the time and effort to buy and package those gifts.  You have brought smiles to many…young and old alike.
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Randy and Judy Lundrigan served faithfully…
Randy and Judy, originally from Newfoundland, were with us here in Honduras for 2 ½ months.  They were such a blessing to us, helping in so many areas.  Randy has experience cooking for large groups so he was a real asset in the kitchen.  He also did the accounting for our Base operations. Judy kept the bathrooms clean and helped with the everyday needs of the mission groups.  Her outgoing personality was a blessing as she easily intermingled with the groups.  They also both spent time at the Feeding Centers helping with the construction work and playing with the children.  They also put in lots of hours working on our apartment, cleaning, painting, etc. back at the beginning when the going was really tough!  We will all miss them and pray for God’s will in their lives, as they look to Him for direction in their future plans.  We 

would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to their home church, New Sudbury Pentecostal, and also their family and friends who financially helped them to come here and be a blessing to us and others.  Our new gas stove is just one result of the financial blessing they received and passed on to us.  God bless you.  Muchas, muchas gracias!

Larry and Jean Elliott; our friends martyred in Iraq...

On March 15th, the Elliotts were killed, along with two Baptist co-workers, in a drive-by-shooting attack in northern Iraq. Larry Elliott was 60; Jean Elliott, 58. Both were members of First Baptist Church in Cary, N.C., before their service in Honduras.


Our relationship with Larry and Jean has been short but meaningful over these past few months. We met Larry in October 2003 when he was doing some mission business here at the Baptist Seminary Center. The only thing I knew about Larry at that point was that he was the missionary behind all that heavy equipment in the hanger next to the building Viola and I were staying in. Larry was very personal, interested in what we were all about and what the Lord was calling us to Honduras to do. Larry had no problem sharing what the Lord was doing inside both he and Jean regarding their move to Iraq, requesting that we pray for the Lord's will to be done. He was very encouraging also about our coffee project to raise funds for hungry children, so much so that he risked having five cups of coffee that particular day. You must understand Larry is a tea drinker. Jean couldn't believe it when he brought home two lbs. of our coffee because he loved it so much. He was hooked. But our future relationship was not centered on our coffee experience but his encouraging words to pursue the things of the Lord as it pertains to using the Baptist Center for the Lord's purposes. The run down facilities and the lack of utilization and proper management hurt him deep inside. He shared that he personally put 
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blood, sweat and tears into the establishment of this mission years ago. Every conversation I had with Larry was focused around what can be done to convince those in power to allow us to manage the Center and rebuild the ruins that had been neglected for far too long. It was our last face-to-face meeting in our new apartment at the Baptist Center, along with his visiting nephew, David, that he spoke words that humbled me and at the same time challenged me in my innermost being. "Derm I am putting a lot of trust in you that you won't let me down; I believe in you." He was going to try and persuade the Baptist ministry to cooperate with the vision the Lord has given us and give us control of the facilities so we would put it to good use for the Lord by serving the high risk children of Honduras.

When Larry told me that he and Jean had decided that they were going to move to Iraq this June I must say I was disappointed, selfishly, knowing I was losing an ally and also a good friend. Their journey has taken them to a new and brighter future. I look forward to seeing them there on the other side.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests

· For our Baptist brothers that our relationships continue to be God ordained.

· Ashley has now finished her radiation treatments and is on the final part of her journey in the hospital.  She is undergoing lots of tests, etc.  Pray that her ability to eat normal again will be on the fast track.

· Continue to pray for guidance for changes that we are making with Coffee Online, that they be Holy Spirit led decisions.

· For wisdom regarding the possible necessity of hiring help for future team hosting.  

· For wisdom for Joshua as he prepares to move back to NL after his YWAM experience and that God will open doors that need to be open for him.

· Please continue to believe with us for a much-needed vehicle here in Honduras.  We are very much handicapped without a vehicle. We will need at least $6,000.00 CAD for a good used vehicle.

Praise Reports
· Thanksgiving for Ashley’s “coming through” her ordeal.  The end is in sight, thank God!
· We are so thankful for our apartment (a home) and the way God is providing everything we need.
· Praise God. Check out the New Feeding Center online at www.mehonduras.org, almost complete!
· We were blessed with the use of a van while the teams were here and believe God will provide a vehicle for us permanently.

· We hosted two mission teams in March, one from Arkansas and one from Kentucky. It was an absolute pleasure to serve such wonderful people and they blessed us in so many ways.
· As always we give thanks and praise to God for all of you who stand with us so faithfully day after day.  We are so grateful for your partnership with us.  God bless you.






