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Here’s a thought…
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Are you one of those people who say, ”I just wish I could do this or do that”?  Ask yourself, ”what’s holding me back?”  Many people want to go on a mission trip to do what they admire others doing.  Why don’t you just do it and be the answer to your own prayer?  Wishing is prayer ya know.  Hey the Lord has already ok’ed it.   If this shakes 

your world some then it’s probably for you.  Now take the plunge.  Don’t wait for others to approve your desire; go for it.   Are you who you say you are or who others say you are? Derm (

Boy with a bowl…

What is it you see when you look at the boy in the bright blue T-shirt?  Do you see a boy without a spoon to eat his porridge or do you see a boy who has a nice, colorful bowl half full of porridge?  When I took this photo I thought this would be good for the folks back home to see.  Their immediate impression would probably be of a poor little boy, without a spoon, with his hands dipped into the bowl feeding himself as he sucks the porridge off his fingers.  The fact of the matter is that he has a bowl and it has porridge in it.  This particular day when we visited the Feeding Center in Mary de Flores there were only a few children with bowls out of the 80+ children there.  HE HAD A BOWL!  Another thought, “is his bowl half empty or half full”?  
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The children are asked to bring a container so we can fill it up with porridge.  Most children bring a cup or plastic glass.  This boy had a bowl and could have easily drunk his porridge from it but instead he chooses to do what many children would do in Honduras, in Canada, in USA…put his fingers in it! 

Manos de Cafe
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I would welcome your feedback on an idea I’ve been developing over the past few months.  It is an idea that will generate more funds for Manos Extendidas (Extended Hands) for it’s various missions here in Honduras, particularly for the children at the Feeding Centers.  I have designed a set of six coffee coasters and plan on making them available through our website, www.mehonduras.org.  There will be a limited number of these sets designed and made available to the public.  We are hoping that they will become a collector’s item.  The idea is one can receive a set of coasters by making a donation of a preset amount.

You can see by the example to the left that they grab your attention and tell a story.  This photo of a worker was recently taken at the construction site at 

one of our Feeding Centers.   Please give us your opinion on this idea.  Your

opinion does not commit you to make a donation.  We hope to learn from your responses.  Maybe you have ideas that will help improve this project.  Give it a shot.  Email me at westcott@123.hn  Thanks for your input.
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A precious one…
This little girl is Michelle.  While I was at the Feeding Center recently, she caught my attention.  I noticed her wandering around alone in and out of the Feeding Center.  Isabel, who works with the children, said that they (workers) have not seen her mother ever.  Michelle wanders the streets without any visible sign of supervision.  I noticed how she would gravitate to Isabel who would take her in her arms while also trying to tend to her duties of teaching the children.  She looked content when she was in Isabel’s arms or even just standing close to her holding on to her legs.  She very hesitantly approached me and before long I had her in my arms.  Her hair had not been washed in a very long time; it was so dirty and matted.  Her dress was torn

and dirty, she was barefoot and she was soaked because she had pee-ed in her panties.  My heart broke for her and I just wanted to bring her home.  From time to time it is good for me to touch, taste, hear, smell and see why I am here in Honduras in case I should ever forget.

Dying to self…takes on a whole new meaning…
When a gang member becomes a Christian, it carries a lot more weight than us saying the sinners prayer.  Gangs leaders do not take too kindly to losing one of their members.  Although in front of you they make no arguments, saying if someone wants to accept Jesus and become a Christian they can go for it, what they do not tell you is that that person’s life is literally on the line.  There are only two thoughts for Alvin when someone from a gang tells him that they want to accept Christ, #1. Is this a “plant” to get to other ex-gang members to carry out an assignment (kill someone)?  Or #2. Is this genuine?   When the guys in prison receive the Lord they are immediately separated from their gang population and isolated for further observation. Once Alvin is convinced that they are genuine they can join the rest of the believers, who remain isolated from the main prison body.   When they are finally released from prison they have some serious decisions to make.  Do they return home to their family and risk all of them being murdered along with him?  Also, being an ex-gang member, they do not have the freedoms of other Hondurans according 
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to the laws of Honduras.  Having a tattoo makes them a victim of further harassment from the authorities.  The Honduran government has a no tolerance law for gang members.  They are never given a fair chance to bear fruit as a Christian.  So they are dammed if they do and damned if they don’t…however, that statement is only from my perspective.  Just think about the heartfelt process one would have to go through as a gang member who’s decided to give his life to Jesus.  They have literally decided to give their life.  What is the hardest thing I had to do today as a Christian?  Nothing really.  Gonna try and find some time for prayer and quiet time if nothing else comes up!

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests and Praise Reports

· Please pray for a place whereby ex-gang members can go and live safely for a time till they hear from the Lord on what to do and where to go next.  The need is great for such a facility.

· Our little three-year-old niece, Ashley, is doing well.  Her feeding tube was recently removed because she is eating now.  She is once again an active, normal little girl although she will remain in quarantine for another while as a protection against viruses, etc. until she gets “built up” again.  We are so, so, so appreciative of all your prayers for her over the past year.  It has made ALL the difference!

· Thanksgiving that our travel plans are coming together for August.  Our son Wesley and his wife Jenny are planning to spend time with us in Miami on our way back to Newfoundland.

· PTL.  We have a Canadian distributor in place for Coffee Online.  Shipments will be boxed and sent out by volunteers from the Compassion Canada office in London, Ontario.
· Our first shipment of coffee was sent today from our new US distributor in Michigan.  PTL
· We are hosting a short-term mission team here from July 22-31.  Pray for a safe and successful trip for them and that the Lord would be glorified in all they do.
· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us by way of your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, without your heartfelt prayers in this, it would not be!







