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NEWSLETTER 








 JAN-FEB HAPPENINGS - 2004
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Here is someone else’s thought that cranks my meditation muscles and something I totally agree with...

Erwin Raphael McManus puts it nicely regarding faith, taken from his book, “Seizing Your Divine Moment”, “Faith is all about character, trusting in the character of God, being certain in who God is and following Him into the unknown”.  Now if you were to carefully read this statement and ponder it’s depth, you would put this newsletter down, put your hands in air and cry out, “where am I in this relationship, Lord?”   Have you been following the Lord lately?  Look around and see if you are familiar with your surroundings; is it comfortable where He is leading you?  Just a thought. Derm (
Update…remember the boy we were looking for…

Do you remember the boy on the road to Valle de Angeles we told you about in an earlier newsletter? We had been carrying around a Christmas package for him in Lorne’s truck for weeks but did not see him.  On Boxing Day, while Lorne was on his way to Teguc, he saw a boy who he thought might be the one we were looking for.  After speaking to this boy and to other Hondurans in the area, he confirmed that this particular boy was indeed the one whom the “long-haired gringo” had given a bag of chips.  Lorne told us that he gave the gift to the boy and he was very happy to receive it.  Also, we’ve discovered his name is Paulo.  Derm’s middle name is Paul so he was delighted to hear that.  (  We are so thankful that he was found and blessed with the gifts.   

A couple of Newf’s selling coffee to the Americans…
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It was our biggest coffee order yet!  With the help of our dear Newfie friends, Randy and Judy Lundrigan, we managed to put together a 145-lb. order of coffee for a mission team visiting Honduras.  The coffee project, called Manos de Café, is growing at a remarkable rate.  Teams from all over North America who come to do short-term mission work here in Honduras love our Gourmet Coffee, especially when they know that the profit goes to help needy children and other local mission projects. The coffee project has provided over 800 meals for the children thus far.  We are hoping that as this grows, we will be able to feed the children three times a week instead the present once a week. Derm


God is good….
Early in the new year the Lord prompted me to ask the President of the Baptist Convention if it would be alright for Viola and I to renovate the old, abandoned one-bedroom apartment and move in.  After several days of trying to locate President Pastor Alex, we saw him here on the Base and in all of three minutes of conversation he agreed that it was ok for us to move into the apartment.   There was no discussion as to the rent and I was not about to bring it up at that point.  As far as I was concerned this was the Lord providing for our needs.  I had previously been told by another person that I would have to wait until the newly elected president moved into office before I could make such a request but the Lord figured differently.  I had urgency in my knower that I was to ask THEN! 
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After living in the main dormitory since September, Viola and I were really looking forward to moving into our own newly renovated apartment here at the Baptist Base.  As you can see in the photo the kitchen needed

quite a bit of fixing up, as did everything else.  Under the window you can see the sink resting on top of concrete blocks that are cemented over.  Well that is gone now.  There was, and still remains, lots of repair work to be done to this place but when we are finished it will be our home till the Lord moves us.   We have made a lot of progress since this photo was taken.  Lots of cleaning, painting, plumbing, etc.

There’s more to this story…  To our surprise, in early February we were asked to meet with the newly elected Board of Directors only to discover that they had decided to evict us at the end of Feb.  Now this would be an opportunity to panic, agreed?  They also said they would reimburse us whatever cost we had put into renovations to that point.  My response was that it would not be necessary; they can have it as a blessing.  But I also added that this troubled me because I sensed that the Lord wanted us to stay and operate the mission He had placed in our hearts for the children of Honduras from this place.  The new president responded by requesting that we leave while they gave this more consideration.  After 15 minutes of waiting FAITHFULLY, we were asked back to the meeting to find out that they had reconsidered and were offering the apartment to us for L1000.00 per month, plus electricity and phone charges.  L1000.00 amounts to approximately $85.00 Canadian.  Whew!!! That was a close one huh!  Gotta love this mission stuff.  I was confident that the Lord was in control.  If they had decided that we were to leave, I would have been just as confident that the Lord is in control because we believe sooo much that we are in His will.  The Lord rules.  That is where we all need to be in our relationship with the Lord. Nothing moves us unless the Lord gives the ok. Derm

Our first “hosting” of a mission team was a success…

The 15-person mission team from West Virginia/Michigan did a great job helping to construct the New Feeding Center.  They were here for ten days and worked hard through both the heat and the cold (yes, it was cold).  We accommodated them here at the Base and between Randy, Judy, Derm and I, we were able to look after their needs including cooking their meals.  Most of our days were 16-hour days but we enjoyed every moment.  We have made long-term relationships with these people and have been privileged to speak into some of their lives on individual bases.  The “mom and pop” sense of responsibility reminded us of our VCC mission teams of the past. Now the Lord has us involved in the lives of people 
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Visit:  www.mehonduras.org

from all over whom He has called to the mission field, some short term and others in the process of a life long adventure.  We are so blessed. Derm & Viola

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Requests

· Please pray for our Baptist brothers that our relationships continue to be God ordained.

· Continue to pray for our little niece, Ashley, (and her family) who continues her battle with cancer.  She is finished with chemotherapy and is now having radiation treatments.  Pray for a complete healing.

· Continue to pray for guidance for changes that we may have to make with Coffee Online to improve our service, that they be Holy Spirit led decisions.

· Please continue to believe with us for a much-needed vehicle here in Honduras.  We are very much handicapped without a vehicle.  We have tried selling our own car in Newfoundland but no go.  We will need at least $6,000.00 CAD for a good used vehicle.

Praise Reports
· We continue to see God’s blessings on the things He leads us to do such as generating funds through the sale of coffee to mission teams, etc. It continues to grow.

· We are thankful for the Lord’s leading and expressions of wisdom as it pertains to our growing relationship with our Baptist friends.
· We give thanks and praise to God for all of you who stand with us so faithfully day after day.  We are so grateful for your partnership with us.  God bless you.






