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  DECEMBER  HAPPENINGS – 2004

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here’s a thought…

Last year Viola and I personally had to do without a Christmas involving all the decorations and “stuff” but we were content to enjoy what we had because we knew we were exactly where the Lord wanted us to be.  Now it was a bit of a struggle missing the kids and all but deep down we found the contentment that Paul talks about knowing the Lord is with us.  It can be easy to forget whose birthday we are celebrating.  It’s hard not to be disappointed if you don’t get that
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               Derm (

special gift you wanted, or enough gifts, or someone had not thought of sending you a card, etc.  Again, whose birthday are we celebrating?  These are the thoughts I struggle with until the Lord reminds me that it’s His birthday and I can enjoy it if I would just stop pouting!

Canadian Ambassador approves CIDA Grant for Solar Oven Project…

It’s been a long time coming but we just received confirmation that the Canadian Ambassador has signed our application for a grant enabling us to place seven solar ovens into the hands of seven woman’s organizations in Choluteca, southern Honduras.  This is probably the hottest part of the country (42 degrees Celsius; Viola is ok with that) and we will visit there on a regular basis once the project begins. I will have more on this in the next newsletter with pictures and details of the project.  

Derm (
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Take every opportunity…to sell coffee

We had been invited once again to participate in a Christmas Bazaar at one of Tegucigalpa’s popular schools, Discovery School.  After the children’s Christmas program, parents were encouraged to do their Christmas shopping at the various crafts tables that were set up conveniently close to the activities.  We sold approximately $200.00 CAD worth of goods including coffee, coffee bags, coasters and mugs.  In addition to selling goods for the cause of raising money for our feeding centers, we also meet some interesting people during those times.  Usually these parents are employees of some embassy or some large non-governmental organization.  So networking is certainly high on my viewfinder when I am attending these activities.

Viola and I try to respond to these invitations being sensitive as to what the Lord would have us do.  In the past, we have declined invitations because they were just not sitting right with us.  An invitation to establish a display in the Canadian Government building seemed to be a “no brainer”. This was asked of us months ago but it is only now that I am getting the “go ahead” in my spirit to make it so.  Since we began, shortly after arriving in the fall of 2003, Manos de Café has generated enough coffee sales to provide 5,650 meals to the children in Manos Extendidas’ Feeding Centers.  Glory to God. 
Derm (


Our new home…

On Dec. 2, we spent our first night in our new home.  We are very thankful to God for it.  It is indeed a huge blessing.  Here we see how the Lord took what was meant for our harm (the break-in and failed attempts at our apartment) and turn it into something good (a lovely home). After almost a month of looking for something decent within our budget, we were led to this place.  We were delighted with it. The owner has allowed us to have this house for less money than she could have received from someone else who wanted to rent this house.  Not only that, but she has given us a two-year lease instead of a standard one year.  It has been freshly painted and the floors are new.  We have hardly seen a bug since we moved in!  And did I mention…it has a bathtub!  God 
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Front entrance of our new home.
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Our 1993 Mitsubishi Space Wagon the Lord 
has blessed us with photographed in front of our old home.
is so good.  Even big fancy houses here in Honduras don’t have bathtubs!  At times, we were tempted to settle for something less, especially as time went by, but in the end we held out for the house that we felt good about, the one that had the qualities we had listed and presented before the Lord.  God is faithful.  He loves to give us the desires of our heart when we are faithful and submitted to Him and His will for our lives.  Viola (

 In Loving Memory…
On November 18, the woman who was partly responsible for my earthly existence and more than responsible for my protection in this world while I was not in the Kingdom of God, passed from this life to continue her journey.  Now heaven is a little richer with the presence of a lady who held her friends close and her son closer.  Mary Theresa Westcott believed in the ministry of angels and their abilities to protect her loved ones.  It was her prayers of faith that kept me from being killed in the lifestyle I led before I met Jesus.  Thanks Mom.  Give Jesus a hug for me. Derm (


 We pray that you will have a Joyous Celebration of the Lord’s Birthday as you fellowship with family and friends during this wonderful season.  We will be thinking of you all and praying God’s blessing on your life.

Derm & Viola (

Praise Reports

· Thank you to everyone who helped in my time of need as I mourned the passing of my Mother.  Your prayers, hospitality and gifts warmed my heart making this time easier for me.

· Also, a heartfelt thanks to those who gave abundantly from their hearts to help us purchase a vehicle for our work here in Honduras.  It is such a blessing.

· The Lord has provided a lovely, safe home for us; running water at last.  PTL

· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us day by day with your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!
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