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NEWSLETTER 

westcott@cablecolor.hn


 


     

     JANUARY  HAPPENINGS – 2006

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here is a thought… easier "thought" then to do, but possible!

PRAY… BELIEVE…. RECEIVE…. DON'T SWEAT IT!
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Six stray Newfie girls…  STRAY?  By no means, but purpose driven. Well they got right into the thick of it not long after they hit the tarmac on Monday.  About a year ago, the Lord placed into the hearts of these Newfoundland women a desire to come to Honduras.  And now, here they are on the streets of Tegucigalpa for the first time, praying prayers of compassion and giving hope to this young street girl.  The only time to visit the "people of the night" IS "at night".  This is not the safest time nor the safest part of the city to be in but it is part of the reason these ladies came to Honduras, to minister to the down and out.   Viola and I have been so looking 

forward to our friends mission trip.  It is nice to hear about family and how this one and that one are doing. They brought with them a lot of love, mixed in with gifts and words of encouragement through greeting cards, etc.  Last but not least…those BIG chocolate bars they brought with them.  YUM YUM.  Thanks!

Viola and I are so proud of those girls and so grateful to their husbands and children who agreed to release them to do this mission work.  They too will be rewarded.  Also for all those who gave generously to make this all possible, we are grateful.  You too also play an important role in all of this.  The Lord has used the sweat of your brow to make this a reality.  I am sure the woman will have plenty of pictures and stories to tell you when they get back. Do not be surprised if you hear plans for another trip. (


More Newfoundlanders getting in on the action.

Viola and I would like to extend our heartfelt greetings to Randy and Judy Lundrigan who have come to join the Manos Extendidas Child Sponsorship Program Team.  Randy and Judy will be on the front lines collecting profile information on children who will be promoted for sponsorship.  Some of this information will be sensitive in nature so their heartstrings will be pulled many times as they look out for the welfare of these children, being sensitive to their family and living conditions.  The Lord has been preparing our friends for this mission for the past few years.  First as our helpmates with Team Hosting back in 2004 and later bringing a team from their church here for a mission trip.  Randy and Judy sense that the Lord will have them here for approximately three years.  Their hearts are toward the Lord and they desire to do His will.  Please pray for wisdom and protection as they get established in their new lives here in Honduras.
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"Order Coffee, Feed Honduran Children; It's that Simple!"

That is our latest slogan, along with "Coffee with a Mission".  Most, if not ALL, churches purchase coffee for their fellowship gatherings.  Now granted, the coffee they usually purchase is some cheap, inexpensive if you prefer, on sale coffee that sells for $2.99 a ton.  But there ain't any of that money going to feed children!  Am I right?  Sure I am.  I also know that beating the church over the head with heart stabbing statistics about how insensitive the world coffee trade is to the impoverished small coffee farmer here in Central America…children starving for food, medicine, education, and the list goes on….will not be able to guilt them into buying "responsible" coffee.  But I had to get that off my chest.  But to be fair, not all churches are closed-minded to this reality.  Read on…

I am so, so proud of people like Pastor Rick Boyes and the warm people of Glad Tidings Assembly in London, Ontario, who took the bold step of declaring their church a Fair Trade Zone.  I believe that the Lord is so pleased when He goes for a cup of Java on a Sunday morning, and does not have to think twice about from where those beans have come.  That coffee is just what Jesus would Drink!  All the proceeds from the coffee sales that GTA sells go directly into missions.

They purchase their coffee at Coffee Online through our participating partner Compassion Canada's Coffee Online website.  In doing so, their purchasing power has the added bonus of supporting any number of other children's programs that is being administrated by Compassion Canada. 

I really do not mean to be beating a dead horse on all this.  The Lord has to put it into the heart of the pastor in order for this kind of conviction to be a reality in any church body.  If you are interested in persuading your church to be a Fair Trade Zone, email me and I will get you started, "It's That Simple!" 


Prayer & Praise Reports

· Praise the Lord that our house in St. Philip's has been rented to reliable tenants.  Thank you for your prayers.

· Please continue to agree with us for the provision of our ongoing monthly finances.  We have specific needs that we are willing to share upon request.

· Praise the Lord for the growth of the mission projects, Manos de Café and Coffee Online.  Manos de Café doubled it's sales in January.

· God’s divine plans and purpose for our upcoming mission teams from Canada, USA and Denmark.
· Divine protection/provision/purpose for each of the little ones in our Daycare Programs and Saturday Programs.
· Prayer for the young ladies (teenagers) who are coming out of prison/detention centers who have made a decision to seek the Lord's plan for their lives.  Pray for protection and guidance.

· A heart filled with praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us day by day with your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.  We could not do it without each one of you.
Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!







