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                             JULY HAPPENINGS – 2005

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thinking out loud…Why is it that I do not wake up in the morning with an energetic kick in my step, full of joy unspeakable and full of glory? Huh?  Well?

It must be the late snack I had last night.  And when that isn't it, maybe it's the heavy schedule I have to face that day.  Or, maybe, the disappointments I have towards myself…or others.  Sin maybe?  Nah, can't be that!  Perhaps I tuned the Lord out in His last request, "If you do this, I will do this". Hm! Something to think about, huh?
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Spanish lessons…

I would like for you to meet Miriam, our Spanish teacher who teaches us 1-2 hours a week. Miriam is from Chile and has been living in Honduras for over 30 years.   She has really got this teaching Spanish down!  And she certainly has a lot of patience, especially with me.  I told her in the beginning that she should not be discouraged if one of her pupils gives her a hard time and NEVER does their homework.  I will not mention any names but you who know Viola know exactly who I'm talking about.  By the way, Viola is doing very well with this beautiful language and I am doing so-so.  I am really too old for this

new stuff.  But I am also very frustrated when I am trying to get my message across to someone who only speaks Spanish.  I do pretty well with body language and hand signals.  Of course I am picking up bits and pieces of the language just by being here but I am mostly getting the street language.   Anyway a knot forms in my stomach when I think about attending classes but Miriam is such a sweetheart, I am able to cope with it.  And I am proud to announce that I have 100% attendance, more than I can say for other classes I have attended in the past…high school, MUN. So needless to say, I could use some agreement in prayer that my desire and ability to get hold of this language would increase. Derm (

Good News Church, Tupelo, MS
We are so grateful for visiting teams who take time out of their busy schedules and place personal importance on the lives of others who are needy and impoverished.  Eight members of Good News Church, Tupelo, Mississippi each have their own individual stories that is a testament to their love for the Lord and personal sacrifice to meet the needs of others.  One such brother, Charles, on the bottom right of the picture, is a new graduate who saved his money over this past year in order to serve with Manos Extendidas for a year, starting this September.  His personal sacrifice included movies, parties, outings with family and friends etc., so he could save his money to serve those the Lord has placed on his heart - The People of Honduras.
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Photo taken in front of Hospital San Felipe where our lady friend sits everyday.
As the Lord leads…and He is leading!

If you remember from our last newsletter, the Lord had directed Viola and my attention to a particular lady who seemingly lives on the street or possibly lives at the hospital near our neighborhood.  Well there has been some development, not a lot but the beginnings of a potential relationship.  Just about every Sunday morning, before church service, the Lord and I (not Viola) cruise around the city on our motorcycle…feeling the breeze blow through our long hair and catching the eye of the occasional odd looker wondering what those gringos are smiling about.  One particular morning as I was about to turn beside the hospital, I noticed this lady crouched down beside the front wall of the hospital.  Suddenly I came to a stop, thinking this could be a moment when I could at least get her attention and see if I 

could learn anything about her.  As far as I knew she might have been crippled, blind or didn't speak.  I had only seen her crouched or sitting beside the front of the hospital, never walking or talking to anyone. So I would not look too obvious, I started fiddling around with the bike, poking at this and that, as she was taking notice of this gringo.  Once I started to feel self conscious, I looked up at her and learned a few things.  We made eye contact and I waved to her as I started the bike and drove off.  I have to be careful that my intentions are not misunderstood.  But, she can see and she can smile.  There is more.  A week or so later as I was returning to the base camp, I was strongly moved to see if she was in her usual spot and she was.  I stopped the car and took out some money and walked over to her, crouched down, said hello, placed the money in her hand telling her that I was giving it to her in the Lord's Name.  I asked her name, she responded but I did not catch it.  I was so aware that I may be freaking her out and did not want to make a scene. So, I just excused myself and said good-bye.  I just know that was so right to do.  It was one of those moments when you sense the Lord is smiling down on you when you have acted in obedience to his command.  Since then, I have discovered her walking across the street buying items from a small street vendor.  I am thinking that this is unusual; I had not ever seen her anywhere other than sitting on the ground in front of the hospital.  So she talks and walks.  Great!  

I am sorry if this all seems pretty simple and foolish to you but it just brings a joy to my heart when a little bit of money and attention can bring a smile to a lonely heart.  I wish I had a picture of her to show you but that may come after Viola and I are able to make proper introductions of ourselves and what He is all about.  Stay tuned.
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Prayer & Praise Reports

· Please pray that we will have Godly wisdom and direction regarding our house in St. Philip's.

· Please continue to agree with us for the provision of our monthly finances.

· Prayer for protection, rest and quality family time during our time in Maryland (August).

· Prayer for growth of our fundraisers, Manos de Café and Coffee Online.

· God’s divine protection and purposes for our upcoming mission teams. 
· Divine protection/provision/purpose for each of the little ones in our Daycare Programs.
· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us day by day with your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!







