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NEWSLETTER 

westcott@cablecolor.hn


 




     JANUARY  HAPPENINGS – 2005

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here’s a thought…

Have you ever had something burning on the inside of you, something God-like, but you felt that you could never do anything as BIG as that and you didn’t know how you were going to pull it off?  GOOD!  I am not the only one.
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L – R: Viola & Derm Westcott; Lorena Silva – CFLIH; Lorne Parsons; Alvin Anderson; Reid Sirrs – Canadian Consul 
Manos Extendidas awarded Grant for Solar Oven Project…

On December 23, 2004, an early Christmas gift one might say, Manos Extendidas received a grant from the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives in Honduras (CFLIH) to conduct a joint project between Manos Extendidas and Chicago Rotary. When Viola and I first arrived in Honduras, we had no idea that this was going to be one of our missions here in Honduras.  After a year of proposals, negotiations and budget cutting, we were able to come up with a plan that will be a blessing to many, especially to several 

woman’s organizations in Choluteca, the southern department of Honduras. (A Department is like a province in Canada.)

This project will last for ten months whereby we will establish seven solar ovens in seven communities in Choluteca.  These ovens will empower woman to develop small bakery businesses so they can improve the financial lives of their families and communities.  We will provide training on the maintenance and operation of these ovens at a workshop prior to their delivery to the community sites.  Also, in cooperation with a local not-for-profit agency, CODDEFFAGOLF, a monitoring process will be implemented so we can record the outcome of each oven and determine their levels of success.

However, the bigger plan that the Lord has intended here is not clear at this point.  That is to say, I suspect there may be more to this then meets the eye.  The opportunity to share the Love of Jesus with the families will certainly be big on our agenda.  Also, the needs of these small communities will become more evident as we become more familiar with their situations. I would not doubt that we will send medical teams as well as evangelistic teams into these communities “blessing the socks off them” or rather “putting clothes on their back”.  Let’s see how all this unfolds over this new year of 2005.  We hope to bring blessing and overflow into their lives with all that we have been blessed with ourselves. 

Derm (


The Joy of Giving to the Children…

It is indeed a joy to give.  Derm and I joined Alvin and Nellie, Isabel and Marcus, and other workers from Manos Extendidas for the annual Christmas gift giving at our two Feeding Centres last month. We had 300 gift bags filled to overflowing with assorted toys, small clothing items, etc. That amount would sufficiently cover the number of children who attend the program on a regular basis.  We also had extra gifts in case more children showed up and those 300 ran out.  And they did!  When word got out, children came from all around the mountain.  Many of those children arrived
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barefoot, raggedy and all out of breath with a look of concern on their faces, afraid they had arrived too late.  We distributed everything we had and Marcus promised to return the following day with gifts for the few who didn’t receive anything that day.  They were satisfied with that.

All of the children were very excited and happy to receive the gifts.  I laughed at two little boys “high-five-ing” one another while they waited in anticipation of their names being called.  It was great fun for us all and a privilege for Derm and I.  So much of our work is “behind the scenes” work but at times like this, Manos workers, who are on the front lines everyday, are only too happy to push us forward to enjoy sharing with them the moment of handing gifts to children.  Such joy!   Viola (


This is where we administrate…

· Coffee Online

· Manos de Cafe

· MEH William Temple Solar Project

· MEH Hosting of Mission Teams
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Praise the Lord for our new office.  It’s been a long time coming but it feels so good to have our own space whereby we can creatively manage the projects the Lord has placed in our hands. Having the right tools to do the Lord’s work affects the outcome of this very important mission the Lord has assigned to us.  If you participate as a prayer partner, financial partner, etc, you are as much a part of the success of this mission as Viola and I.  We do not take your part in this mission for granted.  If you ever decide, as some have already, to visit with us in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, we would be more than happy to accommodate you and serve you during your stay.  Hospitality to the Body of Christ is a growing desire that Viola and I have and we hope to develop it over this next year.  So if you want to plan your vacation time during one of our team mission outreaches or just want to visit us and hang out, just drop us a line.                                                          Derm (

Prayer & Praise Reports

· The Lord has impressed on our hearts to set up a Hospitality Room for visitors and local missionaries so they can have a place to kick back, relax and hear from God.  We believe the Lord will provide us with the extra funds necessary to make this a reality...furnishings for a guest bedroom.

· Prayer for continued growth of our fundraiser, Manos de Café and also Coffee Online.

· Holy Spirit led direction for day-to-day decisions with the Solar Oven project.

· God’s divine protection and purposes for our two upcoming mission teams.

· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us day by day with your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!







