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NEWSLETTER 
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                          APRIL  HAPPENINGS – 2005

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c/o Manos Extendidas
   


P.O. Box 20397


 
     Tegucigalpa, Honduras

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Oh no…another thought…
You know counting your blessings is not just a rationale for one to feel better about one’s circumstances in the light of the bigger picture but it can also be a reflective moment to know that you are the blessing to those around you. Happy Mother’s Day, Moms.       Derm (
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MEH establishes an Interim Child Sponsorship Program…

Over the years many people have expressed a desire to help support individual children at our Feeding Centers.  And to the best of our ability, we have been able to accommodate the desires of a number of sponsors.  However, we have grown to realize that the demands for standards that reflect accountability and sound relationships between the sponsor and the child have a high bar to reach in the world scheme of things.  Manos Extendidas has been a mission in progress and from time to time we are forced to feel the pain of growth.  Now that is a good thing!  More children are 

being fed and more and more people are wanting to sponsor our children.  But, it takes some serious planning to effectively convince people that we have it together.  And we do have it together but we are pulling it tighter and feeling the growth once again.

Long term plans are presently being worked on by Judy and Randy Lundrigan whereby we will have an all out program that should match any other child sponsorship program.  Not that we are trying to compete with other organizations but only that we want to give our public the quality of programming that have grown to expect in this day and age.  However, in the interim we have developed a team that will give our present child supporters a higher degree of confidence that their dollar is doing all they hoped it would do.  Communications between child and sponsor will now be scheduled on a regular basis.  Viola and I have the task of organizing, preparing Child Sponsorship Packets and developing a budget that shows where every donated dollar will be spent.

We are so blessed to be part of this growth development in the child sponsorship program along with other team players including Nelly Anderson and Vicki Parsons.  We want to please the Lord in all that we do as we process information and follow His leading.  Your prayers will be appreciated. 
Derm (.                                                                                                                    

Bakery business gets blessed by Manos…

For those of you who remember, we are administrating a program whereby we are establishing huge solar ovens with organizations (mostly women with the exception of one men’s prison) in southern Honduras.  One of these organizations already has a bakery business.  There are seven woman that work 6 days a week producing as much baked goods as possible with their limited resources and conditions.  It takes two days to produce their baked goods.  One day of walking and carrying corn a couple of miles to the main road, then onto a bus, then on to Nicaragua where the closest grinding mill exists.  That takes the entire day.  Then on the second day, they bake their goods.  Now for the disheartening part…after all is said and done seven women only get L120.00 each per week. That works out to be approximately $8.00 Canadian.
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Here you see one of the bakers standing beside their clay oven as a tray of goodies is placed in the oven.

$1.33 per day. Around .17 cents per hour.  Even for Honduran standards the minimum income here in the workforce is around $48.00 a week.  Well that is about to change for those women.  When they are all set up with a solar oven, they will be able to produce twice the amount of product.  We are also looking into how we can possibly supply them with a grinder so they do not have to take three days out of their week to travel great distances to have their corn ground into cornmeal.  However, there still remains one obstacle and that is coming up with the funds for a small diesel generator to run such a grinder.  If you would like to be a blessing to these women and contribute towards this need, please let us know.                                                                                                                                             Derm (                                                             

A dream comes true…

One of my many dreams in this lifetime has been to have a motorcycle.  This is something I have been believing and confessing for the past 5 years.  And for those of you who know my testimony, you have heard me say over and over again that it was my mother’s prayers that protected me in my wilder days.  I came close to getting a bike at age 18 but it never happened. I suspect she probably stifled that from happening.  Looking back, and you would agree if you knew me then, that was a God-thing.  However, I have matured, and now can handle a motorcycle responsibly. My mother is responsible for me having one now.
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She was such a support to me in my decision to answer the call to go into missions.  She expressed her pride in me every time my name came up at the nursing home, where she resided in her latter years.  When Mom passed on to be with the Lord, she left a little gift of money for me and guess what I did with it?  So, it is with great honor that I ride my new bike in honor of my mother Mary.  She is still lending a hand in driving me forward in this life.  On the practical side, the gas savings are great and the opportunity to promote the mission is displayed on the side of the bike along with a tribute to her.  Hands reaching out promoting our Manos de Café fundraising project to feed the children. I couldn’t think of a better way to honor my mother.  Derm (

Prayer & Praise Reports

· Please continue to agree for our monthly finances.

· Praise the Lord for providing us with extra funds so we can take some furlough this summer. 

· Prayer for continued growth of our fundraiser, Manos de Café and also Coffee Online.

· Holy Spirit led direction for day-to-day decisions with the Solar Oven project.

· God’s divine protection and purposes for our two upcoming mission teams in June and July.

· A heart of praise and thanksgiving for all who partner with us day by day with your prayers, finances, words of encouragement, etc.  God bless you each and everyone.

Supporters, please do not underestimate the effect of heartfelt prayers in this mission.  They count!







